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Abstract 

This paper explores the application of Discrete Wavelet Analysis, a mathematical and signal processing technique, in the 
context of image segmentation, which provide a pixel-level or region-level decomposition of the image and enable the 
extraction of relevant information for subsequent analysis and interpretation. Introducing the basic image segmentation 
techniques and the DWA, this paper discovers that DWA has found widespread application in fields such as signal 
processing, image analysis, and data compression. Compared with Fourier Transform, DWA is more suitable for image 
segmentation, having unique advantages and characteristics. Among the procedures of image segmentation, the most 
important point is feature selection, which determine the criteria for distinguishing different regions within the image. 
Despite DWA has many advantages, this technology also owns many challenges and limitations, which may be solved by 
lasting academic research to refine and extend Discrete Wavelet Analysis methodologies for image segmentation. In short, 
this research highlights the promise of Discrete Wavelet Analysis, emphasizing the use of high- quality image processing. 

Keywords: Discrete Wavelet Analysis, Image segmentation, Image processing, Fourier Transform 

Received on 30 October 2023, accepted on 07 November 2023, published on 12 December 2023 

Copyright © 2023 M. Wu et al., licensed to EAI. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0, 
which permits copying, redistributing, remixing, transformation, and building upon the material in any medium so long as the original 
work is properly cited. 

doi: 10.4108/eetel.4266 

* Corresponding author.  Email:  hyy12201715@jssnu.edu.cn 

1. Introduction

Image segmentation [1, 2] is a fundamental computer vision 
task that involves partitioning a digital image into multiple 
distinct and semantically meaningful regions or segments [3]. 
The primary objective of image segmentation is to delineate 
the boundaries of objects or regions of interest within the 
image, effectively dividing it into homogeneous and coherent 
regions that share similar visual characteristics [4], such as 
color, texture, or intensity. 

In an academic context, image segmentation serves as a 
critical preprocessing step [5] for various higher-level image 
analysis [6] and computer vision tasks [7], including object 
recognition [8], scene understanding [9], and image-based 
measurements [10]. The ultimate goal of image segmentation 
is to provide a pixel-level or region-level decomposition of 
the image, enabling the extraction of relevant information for 
subsequent analysis and interpretation [11]. 

Numerous algorithms and techniques have been developed 
for image segmentation, ranging from traditional methods 
like thresholding, edge detection [12], and region growing 
[13] to more advanced approaches such as clustering [14],

watershed transformation [15], and deep learning-based 
methods [16, 17]. The choice of segmentation technique 
depends on the specific characteristics of the image data and 
the objectives of the analysis, making image segmentation a 
versatile and continually evolving field of research and 
application. Figure 1 is shown below. 

Figure 1. The introduction of image segmentation 
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2. Discrete Wavelet Analysis

Discrete Wavelet Analysis [18], in an academic context, is a 
mathematical and signal processing technique [19] used for 
the decomposition, analysis, and representation of data, 
particularly in the context of one-dimensional or multi-
dimensional signals and images. It is based on wavelet 
transforms [20], which are a family of mathematical 
functions that are localized in both time and frequency 
domains, allowing them to capture both high and low-
frequency components in data simultaneously . 

The core idea behind discrete wavelet analysis is to represent 
a signal or image as a combination of wavelet basis functions 
[21] at various scales and positions. These basis functions,
known as wavelets, are used to analyze the data by
transforming it into a set of coefficients that represent the
signal's behavior at different resolutions [22]. This enables
the detection and extraction of features and patterns across
various scales, making it particularly well-suited for
applications such as image compression [23], denoising,
feature detection [24], and data compression [25].

In practical terms, discrete wavelet analysis involves a series 
of mathematical operations that apply wavelet transforms to 
the data, resulting in a multi-resolution representation of the 
signal. This representation is often organized into different 
"levels" or scales, with each level capturing different 
frequency components. The resulting wavelet coefficients 
can be used for various purposes, including feature extraction, 
noise reduction, and data compression. 

Discrete wavelet analysis has found widespread application 
in fields such as signal processing, image analysis, and data 
compression. It provides a powerful tool for extracting 
meaningful information from complex and multi-scale data, 
making it an essential technique in the analysis and 
processing of various types of signals and images. Table 1 is 
shown below. 

Table 1 The introduce of Discrete wavelet analysis 

Definition A mathematical and signal processing 
technique 

Purpose Decomposition, analysis, and 
representation of data 

Basis Wavelet transforms 

The core idea 
Represent a signal or image as a 
combination of wavelet basis functions 
at various scales and positions 

Representative application Signal processing, image analysis and 
data compression 

3. Relation of Fourier Transform and
Wavelet Analysis

The relationship between Fourier Transform [26] and 
Discrete Wavelet Analysis [27, 28], in an academic context, 
involves understanding how these two mathematical 
techniques are interconnected and complementary in the 
context of signal and image processing. Fourier Transform 
and Discrete Wavelet Analysis are both essential tools for the 
analysis of signals and images [29]. They address different 
aspects of signal processing and offer unique advantages and 
characteristics [30]: 

Frequency vs. Scale Representation: Fourier Transform: The 
Fourier Transform primarily provides a frequency domain 
representation of a signal [31]. It decomposes a signal into 
sinusoidal components of different frequencies, allowing for 
a detailed analysis of the signal's frequency content. Discrete 
Wavelet Analysis: Discrete Wavelet Analysis, on the other 
hand, offers a multi-scale representation of a signal [32]. It 
decomposes a signal into components at different scales, 
capturing information at various levels of detail. This makes 
it suitable for analyzing both high and low-frequency 
components simultaneously. 

Localization: Fourier Transform: The Fourier Transform 
provides precise frequency information but lacks spatial 
localization [33]. It represents the entire signal in the 
frequency domain without indicating where these 
frequencies occur in the signal [34]. Discrete Wavelet 
Analysis: Discrete Wavelet Analysis excels at spatial 
localization [35]. It provides information about which scales 
and positions in the signal or image contain specific features 
or details, making it valuable for tasks like feature extraction 
and image segmentation [36]. 

Boundary Effects [37]: Fourier Transform: Fourier 
Transform is sensitive to the entire signal's boundaries and 
can produce artifacts at discontinuities [38], which may not 
be ideal for certain applications [39]. Discrete Wavelet 
Analysis: Discrete Wavelet Analysis can handle boundary 
effects more effectively due to its localized nature [40]. It is 
less affected by signal boundaries [41], making it useful for 
segmenting signals and images [42]. Table 2 is shown below. 

Table 2 The comparison of Fourier Transform and 
Discrete Wavelet Analysis 

Types 

The 
comparison of 
frequency vs. 
scale 
representation 

The 
comparison of 
localization 

The 
comparison of 
boundary 
effects 

Fourier 
Transform 

Provide a 
frequency 
domain 
representation 
of a signal  

Provide precise 
frequency 
information but 
lacks spatial 
localization 

Be sensitive to 
the entire 
signal's 
boundaries and 
produce 
artifacts at 
discontinuities 
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Discrete 
Wavelet 
Analysis 

Offer a multi-
scale 
representation 
of a signal 

Excel at spatial 
localization 

Handle 
boundary 
effects  

 
4. Procedures of Image Segmentation 

The procedures of image segmentation [43], in an academic 
context, refer to the systematic steps and methodologies 
employed for the partitioning of a digital image into distinct 
and semantically meaningful regions or segments [44]. 
Image segmentation is a critical task in computer vision and 
image processing, aimed at identifying and delineating object 
boundaries or regions of interest within an image. The 
following is a general description of the procedures involved 
in image segmentation from an academic perspective: 

Preprocessing: Before segmentation, image preprocessing 
may include activities like noise reduction, contrast 
enhancement [45], and color normalization [46] to ensure the 
image is in an optimal state for segmentation. 

Feature Selection: Depending on the characteristics of the 
image data, relevant features, such as color, intensity, texture, 
or spatial information, are selected to guide the segmentation 
process. Feature selection is a crucial step in determining the 
criteria for distinguishing different regions within the image. 

Segmentation Method Selection: There are various 
segmentation algorithms and methods, including 
thresholding, edge-based techniques [47], region-based 
methods, clustering, and deep learning-based approaches. 
The choice of a specific method depends on the nature of the 
image and the segmentation objectives.  

Initial Segmentation [48]: The selected segmentation method 
is applied to the image data to generate an initial partition of 
the image into regions. This initial segmentation may not be 
perfect and may require further refinement. 

Post-processing [49]: Post-processing steps are often 
necessary to refine and improve the initial segmentation 
results [50]. These may include steps like merging small 
regions, removing noise, filling gaps [51], or smoothing 
boundaries [52].  

Evaluation and Validation [53]: In academic research, it is 
common to evaluate and validate the segmentation results 
quantitatively using metrics like precision, recall, F1-score, 
or IoU (Intersection over Union). These metrics assess the 
accuracy and quality of the segmentation with respect to 
ground truth data when available. 

Iterative Refinement [54]: Depending on the quality of the 
segmentation results and the specific application, further 
iterations of preprocessing, segmentation, and post-
processing may be performed to achieve the desired 
segmentation accuracy. 

Region Labeling and Analysis [55]: After obtaining the final 
segmentation, regions or objects are typically labeled and 
analyzed based on the extracted features. This step may 
involve further recognition, tracking, or measurement of 
objects within the image. 

Visualization and Output [56]: The segmented image and 
associated data, including region properties and labels, are 
often visualized and or used as input for subsequent image 
analysis tasks, such as object recognition or scene 
interpretation [57, 58]. Table 3 is shown below. 

 

Table 3 The purpose of each image segmentation 
procedure 

 

Procedures Purpose of each procedure 

Preprocessing To ensure the image is in an 
optimal state for segmentation. 

Feature selection To determine the criteria for 
distinguishing different regions. 

Segmentation method selection To segment image quickly and 
exactly. 

Initial segmentation To segment image into small 
areas. 

Post-processing To refine and improve the initial 
segmentation results. 

Evaluation and validation To evaluate whether the quality 
is up to standard. 

Iterative refinement To achieve the desired 
segmentation accuracy. 

Region labeling and analysis To further recognize, track, or 
measure of objects. 

Visualization and output To use practically. 

The procedures of image segmentation are fundamental to 
many computer vision applications, and they play a critical 
role in extracting meaningful information from complex 
visual data. The choice of specific procedures and methods 
depends on the characteristics of the image and the objectives 
of the segmentation task. Academic research in image 
segmentation aims to develop and evaluate new techniques 
for improving the accuracy and efficiency of this essential 
computer vision process. Figure 2 is shown below. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. The procedures of image segmentation 
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5. Discrete Wavelet Analysis for Image 
Segmentation 

Discrete Wavelet Analysis for Image Segmentation, in an 
academic context, is a methodology that leverages wavelet 
transforms to partition digital images into coherent and 
semantically meaningful regions or segments. This approach 
combines principles from signal processing and 
mathematical analysis to decompose an image into various 
scales and spatial frequencies, allowing for the localization 
and extraction of relevant features and structures. 

The academic procedure for employing Discrete Wavelet 
Analysis for Image Segmentation typically involves the 
following steps: 

Multi-Scale Decomposition [59]: The image is subjected to a 
multi-scale decomposition using discrete wavelet transforms. 
This process generates a set of coefficients that represent the 
image's content at different scales. These coefficients capture 
both high-frequency details and low-frequency information, 
facilitating the identification of significant features. 

Feature Extraction: The wavelet coefficients [60] are 
analyzed to extract pertinent information, such as edges, 
textures, and regions of interest. The choice of features 
depends on the specific characteristics of the image and the 
segmentation objectives. 

Thresholding or Clustering: Depending on the selected 
features, thresholding techniques or clustering algorithms are 
applied to the wavelet coefficients to group similar 
components and segment the image. Thresholding can be 
based on wavelet coefficient magnitudes, while clustering 
methods group coefficients with similar properties. 

Post-processing: To refine the initial segmentation results, 
post-processing steps may be employed, which may include 
merging adjacent regions, eliminating noise, or smoothing 
segment boundaries. 

Evaluation and Validation: The segmented image is 
evaluated and validated using metrics like precision, recall, 
F1-score, or IoU, particularly when ground truth data are 
available, to assess the segmentation's accuracy and quality. 

Iterative Refinement: Depending on the results and 
application, further iterations of preprocessing, segmentation, 
and post-processing may be carried out to enhance the quality 
of the segmentation. 

Region Labeling and Analysis: After obtaining the final 
segmentation, the regions or objects within the image are 
typically labeled and analyzed based on the extracted features. 
This step may involve object recognition, tracking, or 
quantitative measurements. 

Discrete Wavelet Analysis for Image Segmentation offers the 
advantage of effectively capturing both fine and coarse 
details in an image, making it suitable for segmenting images 
with varying textures, contrasts, and scales. Academic 
research in this field aims to develop and refine wavelet-
based methods, explore their applications, and evaluate their 
performance in various image segmentation tasks, 
contributing to advancements in image processing and 
computer vision. Figure 3 is shown below. 

 

 
Figure 3 The workflow of DWA 

 

6. Computation for DWA 

The computational burden of Discrete Wavelet Analysis 
(DWA), in an academic context, pertains to the significant 
computational requirements and complexities associated 
with the application of wavelet transforms to signals and 
images. This burden arises from the inherent characteristics 
of DWA and can be described academically as follows: 

DWA inherently involves multi-scale analysis [61], as it 
decomposes signals or images into multiple levels or scales, 
each capturing different frequency components. The 
computation of wavelet coefficients at various scales adds to 
the computational workload. 

DWA relies on convolution operations [62, 63], which can 
be computationally intensive, especially for large datasets. 
Convolution involves multiplying and summing wavelet 
coefficients at different positions and scales, contributing to 
the computational burden. 

In the context of image processing, DWA often requires 
matrix-based operations for the transformation of data. The 
size and dimensionality of these matrices can significantly 
impact computation time and memory usage. 

DWA can lead to data expansion [64], as it generates wavelet 
coefficients at multiple scales. This expansion results in 
larger data volumes that must be processed, stored, and 
transmitted, thereby increasing the computational burden. 
Table 4 is shown below. 
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Table 4 The burden from DWA 

 

The inherent characteristics of 
DWA The reasons of complexity 

Multi-scale analysis 
Wavelet coefficients at various 
scales adds to the computational 
workload. 

Convolution operations 

Sum wavelet coefficients at 
different positions and scales, 
contributing to the computational 
burden. 

Matrix-based operations for the 
transformation of data 

The size and dimensionality of 
these matrices can significantly 
impact computation time and 
memory usage. 

Lead to data expansion This expansion results in larger 
data volumes. 

 
7. Challenges of Discrete Wavelet 
Analysis 

Challenges of Discrete Wavelet Analysis, in an academic 
context, refer to the inherent difficulties and limitations 
associated with the application of wavelet transforms for 
various signal and image processing tasks. These challenges 
encompass a range of issues that researchers and practitioners 
encounter when employing Discrete Wavelet Analysis 
(DWA). Some of the academic challenges in this context 
include: 

Choosing the most appropriate wavelet basis functions [65] 
for a particular task is a non-trivial challenge. Different 
wavelets have distinct characteristics and selecting the wrong 
one can lead to suboptimal results. 

DWA operates on multiple scales, and selecting an 
inappropriate scale can result in either missing essential 
information or capturing excessive noise. Finding the right 
scale for analysis can be challenging. 

Wavelet transforms are sensitive to the boundaries of the data. 
Handling edge or boundary effects, which can introduce 
artifacts, is a common challenge when applying DWA. 

DWA can be computationally intensive [66], especially 
when dealing with large or high-dimensional data. This 
complexity can be a challenge, particularly for real-time or 
resource-constrained applications. Figure 4 is shown below. 

 

 
 

Figure 4 The challenges of DWA 

 

8. Conclusions 

In conclusion, "Discrete Wavelet Analysis for Image 
Segmentation" represents a versatile and powerful approach 
within the field of computer vision and image processing. 
This methodology leverages the unique properties of wavelet 
transforms to partition digital images into coherent and 
semantically meaningful regions or segments, capturing both 
high and low-frequency information simultaneously. 

The key advantages of Discrete Wavelet Analysis for Image 
Segmentation include its ability to effectively handle multi-
scale analysis, enabling the localization of features and 
boundaries within images. This multi-resolution 
representation proves invaluable in segmenting images with 
diverse textures, contrasts, and scales. 

However, it is important to acknowledge that this technique 
is not without its challenges and limitations, including the 
selection of suitable wavelet basis functions, boundary 
effects, computational complexity, and noise sensitivity. 
Addressing these issues requires ongoing academic research 
to refine and extend Discrete Wavelet Analysis 
methodologies [67] for image segmentation. 
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